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Percocet is a prescription medication used for the relief of moderate to severe pain. It contains
two active ingredients — oxycodone and acetaminophen (paracetamol). Oxycodone is an opioid
analgesic that alters how the brain and nervous system respond to pain, while acetaminophen is
a non-opioid pain reliever that helps reduce fever and enhances the pain-relieving effects of
oxycodone.

Because Percocet contains an opioid component, it is a controlled substance and should be
used strictly under medical supervision.

What Is Percocet?

Percocet is available in several strengths, typically written as the ratio of oxycodone to
acetaminophen (for example, 5 mg/325 mg, 7.5 mg/325 mg, or 10 mg/325 mg). The first
number represents the oxycodone dose, while the second number represents the
acetaminophen dose.

It is generally prescribed to relieve pain following surgery, injury, dental procedures, or for
chronic conditions when non-opioid pain medications are insufficient.
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The combination of oxycodone and acetaminophen allows for effective pain management using
a smaller amount of opioid, helping reduce some risks associated with opioid-only medications.

How Percocet Works

Oxycodone binds to opioid receptors in the brain and spinal cord, decreasing the transmission
of pain signals and changing how pain is perceived. Acetaminophen, on the other hand, works
by reducing the production of certain chemicals (prostaglandins) in the brain that cause pain
and fever.

Together, these two components provide faster and more complete pain relief than either drug
alone.

Dosage and Administration

The dosage of Percocet depends on the patient’s medical condition, pain severity, and response
to treatment.

Typical starting doses are one tablet every 4 to 6 hours as needed for pain. Patients should
always follow their doctor’s instructions carefully and never exceed the prescribed amount.
Taking too much acetaminophen can cause serious liver damage, while excessive oxycodone
can lead to overdose or respiratory depression.

Percocet tablets should be swallowed whole with water. They must not be crushed or chewed,
as this can release too much oxycodone at once, increasing the risk of overdose.

Possible Side Effects

Like other opioid medications, Percocet can cause a variety of side effects, some mild and
others serious.

Common side effects include:

e Drowsiness or dizziness
e Constipation

e Nausea or vomiting



e Dry mouth

e Lightheadedness

Serious side effects include:

e Slow or shallow breathing
e Confusion or severe drowsiness
e Allergic reactions (rash, itching, swelling)

e Liver damage (from excessive acetaminophen use)

If any serious symptoms occur, seek medical attention immediately.

Warnings and Precautions

Percocet is classified as a Schedule |l controlled substance, meaning it has a high potential for
misuse and addiction. Patients must take it exactly as prescribed and avoid sharing it with
others.

Before starting Percocet, inform your doctor if you have:
e Breathing problems such as asthma or sleep apnea
e Liver or kidney disease
e A history of substance abuse or addiction
e Head injury or seizures

Percocet should never be taken with alcohol, sleeping pills, or other central nervous system
depressants, as this combination can slow breathing to dangerous levels.

Pregnant or breastfeeding women should use caution, as opioids can affect the baby and cause
withdrawal symptoms after birth.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)



1. How long does Percocet take to work?
Percocet usually begins working within 20 to 30 minutes, and pain relief can last up to 4 to 6
hours.

2. Is Percocet addictive?
Yes. Percocet contains oxycodone, which can cause dependence and addiction even when
used as prescribed.

3. Can | drink alcohol while taking Percocet?
No. Alcohol greatly increases the risk of liver damage and breathing problems when combined
with Percocet.

4. What should | do if | miss a dose?
Take it as soon as you remember if needed for pain, but skip it if your next dose is near. Do not
double the dose.

5. Can | stop taking Percocet suddenly?
No. If you've been taking Percocet regularly, stopping abruptly may cause withdrawal
symptoms. Your doctor can help you reduce your dose safely.

Conclusion

Percocet is a potent and effective pain reliever that combines the strength of an opioid with the
mild effects of acetaminophen. When used correctly and under medical guidance, it can greatly
improve comfort and quality of life for those suffering from acute or chronic pain. However, due
to its addictive potential and risks of misuse, it must always be taken responsibly, exactly as
prescribed, and for the shortest duration necessary. Regular medical monitoring ensures both
safety and effectiveness during treatment.
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